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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 143784 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 R 

DRAETED BY ARA/CEN:WMATTHEWS:BGT 
APPROVED BY ARA:WHLUERS 
ARA/CEN:DJOHSON (DRAET) 

PM/MC:SUSHINSKY (DRAET) 

S/S-0 :LRMACFARLANE 
P -DO'DONOHUE 

030208 2II755Z/42 

0 2II748Z JUN77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 143784 

STADIS////////////////////////// 

EXDIS - TO UNDER SECRETARY PHILIP C. HABIB FROM LUERS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, GT, UK, IS 

SUBJECT: TRANSIT LICENSE EOR ISRAELI ARMS TO GUATEMALA 
GRANTED 

1 . EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR TRANSIT LICENSE EOR 4,000 
ISRAELI-MANUFACTURED GALIL RIFLES FOR GUATEMALA WAS 
GRANTED BY DEPARTMENT JUNE 17. ARMS WERE ABOARD A KLM 
CHARTERED JET WHICH REEUELED AT KENNEDY AND DEPARTED 
IMMEDIATELY THEREAETER EOR GUATEMALA. REQUEST WAS MADE 
ONE HOUR BEEORE PLANE'S ARRIVAL. PLANE HAD ORIGINALLY 
INTENDED TO LAND AT MONTREAL AND OVERELY THE U.S., BUT 
THE CANADIANS REEUSED PERMISSION ALLEGEDLY BECAUSE OE 
LACK OE ENOUGH ADVANCE NOTICE. PLANE REPORTEDLY DID NOT 
HAVE ENOUGH EUEL TO AVOID LANDING IN THE U.S. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 143784 


2. PM/MC CONFIRMED THAT THESE RIFLES WERE PART OP THE 
ISRAELI CONTRACT EOR 15,000 OP WHICH WE WERE AWARE. 

3. LICENSE WAS GRANTED BECAUSE IMPOUNDING THESE ARMS OR 
TURNING THEM BACK TO ISRAEL WOULD HAVE BEEN A SUBSTANTIAL 
PUBLIC EXTENSION OP AN INPORMAL HOLD ON ARMS TO GUATEMALA 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

BECAUSE OE BELIZE TENSIONS. NOT GRANTING THE LICENSE 
WOULD HAVE HAD SERIOUS NEGATIVE REPERCUSSIONS ON OUR RELA- 
TIONS WITH GUATEMALA AND WOULD HAVE POSSIBLY CAUSED PROB- 
LEMS WITH ISRAEL AND THE NETHERLANDS AS WELL. VANCE 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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